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My project is called Branded – I have chosen this name as my project theme is tattoos 
and my subject is a priest having a tattoo! So that’s why the name branded came to 
mind, as tattoos are sort of branding you, also the guy wearing a white collar is being 
branded as a policeman.
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Idea

 Unfamiliar - A priest in Malta having a tattoo

 A man walking which will be wearing a short sleeved black shirt 
and black trousers, and he will have a tattoo on his arm! Never 
showing from his chest up.

 He will be walking near the sea with a book in hand, listening to 
music, and as at the end of the trailer, we will see him wearing a 
white collar – representing a priest!

The unfamiliar environment I chose is for a priest in Malta to have a tattoo!
The plot for my trailer is to have a man walking which will be wearing a short sleeved 
black shirt and black trousers, and he will have a tattoo on his arm! Never showing
from his chest up!

He will be walking near the sea with a book in hand, listening to music, and at the 
end of the trailer, we will see him wearing a white collar – representing a priest!
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Why?

 Are tattoos really the norm?

 A number of a tattoo survey 

responses in little time!

 A priest in Malta

 Religion: Hot topic

So basically I have chosen this topic as my unfamiliar environment as everyone keeps 
saying that tattoos are normal for one to have – and say that tattooed people aren’t 
stereotyped anymore, however if this really was the case why would there be the 
need of these statements! Because if they really were, no one would feel the need to 
make arguments about them. 
And to support my thought: I published a survey on Facebook (named Tattoos –
intentional) for which I received at least 800+ responses in about 7 hours or so from 
posting it only in one place – hence showing that when people see the word tattoo 
they feel the need to comment about it!

Firstly I wanted to point out that he is in Malta as this is mostly weird for Maltese 
people, as it is not normal for us to see a priest being tattooed.
Why did I choose having a priest with a tattoo? Because Religion is such a versatile 
and hot topic which people tend to get very defensive about! And for me this is very 
unfamiliar!
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Inspiration:

 Inspired by: Fr. Rob Galea

 How I found out about him:    The X Factor

 A Maltese Priest and Singer    who has 2 tattoos

My inspiration to this topic would be Fr. Rob Galea - Fr Rob Galea is a Maltese priest, 
however he is based in Australia.
A few years ago while watching the X factor auditions, suddenly one of the people 
who was auditioning happened to be Maltese, a Maltese priest hence this made me 
quite curious to know more about him and while watching a video of his I discovered 
he had a tattoo , and as a person who is pro tattoos, I was very surprised to find out 
that he had a one as I grew up with the mentality that  Priests don’t have tattoos or 
that they aren’t allowed to have one – I was quite unfamiliar to It and even though 
I’m not against them having one - I wouldn’t imagine our Priests having tattoos as I’m 
not used to it.  
https://www.facebook.com/FrRobGalea/

4



Fr. Rob’s 
thoughts:

 Fr Rob posted a YouTube video discussing tattoos and the Catholic 
Religion.

 Responses about his tattoos: ‘You shouldn’t have tattoos’.

 ‘Check what you are marking on your body’.

Fr Rob published a Youtube video a while back discussing tattoos and the Catholic 
Religion, and the first thing he mentions is that when he posts something online he 
gets e-mails saying ‘You shouldn’t have tattoos’. – He says that a tattoo should be 
marking a positive thing and that years from now it will still have a meaning to you: 
‘check what you are marking on your body’ – he says we should care and respect the 
body God gave us – not by not having a tattoo but by exercising and with what you 
eat! 
http://saltandlighttv.org/blogfeed/getpost.php?id=71861
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Questionnaire

 People wanted to have a more open answer for the questions.

 They were pro to the idea of a Priest with a tattoo.

 To the contrary: Not happy with mixing Religion and Tattoos in the 
same survey.

So as I said earlier I conducted a questionnaire regarding this topic and it was quite 
vague, as I simply wanted yes or no answers, and my main aim was if they agree with 
a priest having a tattoo or not!  The majority of the people surprisingly agreed, 
however they weren’t happy just answering a yes or no question so I got some 
feedback messages and comments and I three comments which struck out to me 
were:

These two were both agreeing to a priest having a tattoo however they had different 
mentalities about it! 
1.: Replied with a quote! Saying: 
SOME OF THE NICEST PEOPLE ARE COVERD IN TATTOOS AND SOME OF THE MOST 
JUDGE-MENTAL PEOPLE GO TO CHURCH ON SUNDAY
And the other saying: 
ONLY RELIGIOUS ONES LIKE CROSSES, ROSARY BEADS, JESUS FACES ETC!!!!! - which 
is kind of like giving them an option on what they can have!

And the last one was against: 
Saying : They bother me, as I see them as something dirty. Not the people who 
have them are dirty though! – however she ended it saying that everyone is entitled 
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to his own opinion!

And a common thing a lot of people didn’t like that my questionnaire included 
questions about religion and tattoos in the same survey!  They didn’t think this was 
necessary!
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A Fathers’ view
 The church doesn’t state whether we should have a tattoo or not!

 A tattoo doesn’t reflect the person

 Quoting the bible

I constructed 3 questions which I had a Father answer for me:

The three questions being:

What are your opinions about tattoos?
Does the Roman Catholic Church allow its clergy to have tattoos? 
What do you think about yourself or another priest getting a tattoo?

Basically after hearing my questions, just like Fr Rob, he answered that the church 
doesn’t state whether we should have a tattoo or not but that they believe on the 
persons character, his thoughts about himself or another Father having a tattoo is the 
same as the church believes, but he never truly answers my question as a yes or no, 
he kept re-saying the part from the bible!
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Resources

 Location Recce:  Sliema waterfront. 

 Props:  Bible, Mobile, Headphones, White Collar.

 Talent:  Actor.

I will be filming in front of the Nazareth church, walking towards Tigne point, as this 
will be showing the church but it won’t necessarily mean he is part of the church as 
this part of Sliema is the commercial side.  Another reason for picking Sliema, 
especially this part of Sliema because it is well known and as I said I wanted to make 
sure it is visible that this is for Malta.

As for props I will mainly need a bible, a mobile, headphones and a white collar.

And in my trailer I will need to cast an actor from the ages of 25 to 40.
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Storyboard

Establishing shot - which will show a town   CU - Shoes walking towards camera     MS (panning) - Arriving near the sea road 
with a church and there will be a man 
walking from away from the shot

MCU (Panning up) - From shoes to a hand CU - Listening to a song                                    MCU - Sitting down showing 
hand with tattoo (visible tattoo) and a book 
underneath it to a hand holding a phone 
to chose a song.

Establishing shot, which will show a town road with a church and there will be a man 
walking from away from the shot.
CU - Shoes walking towards camera.
MS (panning) - Arriving near the sea.
MCU (Panning up) - From shoes to a hand (visible tattoo) and a book underneath it to 
a hand holding a phone to chose a song.
CU - Listening to a song.
MCU - Sitting down showing hand with tattoo.
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Storyboard

MS (Panning up) - Opening it and 
pans up to show his collar and face.

MCU - Of tattoo and the world 
bible while opening it.

CU - Of face and neck

MCU - Of tattoo and the world bible while opening it.
MS (Panning up) - Opening it and pans up to show his collar and face.
CU - Of face and neck.
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